BUNDLE UP 3/6% 


AR Wind lessens a tiny 
bit; high near 19, A2 


JONES STILL WINNER 


Alabama certifies Doug Jones’ 
Senate victory over Roy Moore. A8 


ACTRESS DIES AT 94 
Rose Marie, known for her role on 
“The Dick Van Dyke Show? dies. A8 
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GRISWOLD HOUSE FIRE 


The son of the couple found dead in 
their home is “person of interest.” B1 
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Twelve 
Die In 
Bronx 
Fire 
Infant Among 


Dead; 4 Others 
Seriously Hurt 


By JENNIFER PELTZ 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Twelve people 
were killed and four more were 
seriously injured and fighting for 
their lives late Thursday in a 
fast-moving fire at an apartment 
building on a frigid night in the 
Bronx, according to New York 
City’s mayor. 

The victims included a child 
around a year old, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said during a briefing out- z - fo i ———— mm 
side the building. i SS eee eT — fe —————— = 

“We may lose others as well,” he = 7 or 
said. 

Fire Commissioner Daniel Ni- 
gro called the fire, “historic in its 
magnitude,” because of the num- 
ber of lives lost. 

“Our hearts go out to every 
person who lost a loved one here 
and everyone who is fighting for 
their lives,” he said. 

The blaze broke out at a five- 
story building, a block from the 
grounds of the Bronx Zoo. 

About170 firefighters worked in 
bone-chilling cold, just 15 degrees, 
to rescue people from the building. 
Water sprayed from hoses froze 
into ice on the street. 

The fire began on the first floor 
just before 7 p.m. and quickly 
ripped through much of the build- 
ing, officials said. 


JOHN WOIKE | JWOIKE@COURANT.COM 


TWENTY FOUR horses died in an early morning barn fire at Folly Farm in Simsbury Thursday. Simsbury Fire Marshal Kevin Kowalski said officials 
believe the fire was accidental, that it started in the middle of the stall area and that it had likely been smoldering for hours. 


Blaze Kills 24 Horses 


Fire Marshal: Barn Fire In Simsbury Believed To Be Accidental 


By MATTHEW ORMSETH 
and CHRISTINE DEMPSEY 


mormseth@courant.com 


barn died of smoke inhalation, according to fire in suburban Chicago that left 32 horses 
James Baldis, chief of Simsbury Volunteer dead. 
Fire Department. On Facebook, the farm’s Fire officials have yet to determine what 
manager, Alison Patricelli, said the 19 horses sparked the blaze, which was first reported 
housed in other barns on the property were at 6:50 a.m. and knocked down by 7 a.m. The 
unharmed. barn’s doorways appeared blackened, 
The fire’s grim toll is among the worst in though no structural damage was visible 
recent years, exceeded only by a 2016 Thursday morning as investigators worked 
Kentucky barn fire — apparently sparked by 
lightning — that killed 27 horses, and a 2014 


SIMSBURY — Two dozen horses died in 
an early morning blaze at Folly Farm in 
Simsbury Thursday, one of the deadliest 
barn fires nationally in recent years and a 
staggering blow to the family-owned farm. 

All 24 horses housed in the farm’s largest 
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3 Library Branches 
Close Despite Outrage 


Resistance Kept Doors Open Past Fall 


By VINNY VELLA 


vvella@courant.com 


Arctic Cold Grips Region 


Cool Temperatures To 
Last Until Next Week 


By DAVID OWENS 
and PETER MARTEKA 


dowens@courant.com 


School on Asylum Avenue. 
“We will continue to be there for 
the community, and this model allows 


The frigid weather gripping New England 
should begin to ease next week when tempera- 


tures in Greater Hartford are expected to rise to 
a balmy 25 degrees, according to the National 


= WINTER WEATHER == 


Weather Service. 

But until then, it’s going to be brutal and 
people should be wary of subzero wind chills. 

A high of 20 and a low of 5 is forecast for 
Friday. 

“We have an arctic high pressure system 


PETER PEREIRA | ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WITH temperatures in the single digits, Ray 
Levesque makes his way across the deck of a 
crab/lobster boat covered in ice in New 


HARTFORD — After months of 
public, often heated, debate, three 
neighborhood branches of the Hart- 
ford Public Library have closed their 
doors for the last time. 

The Blue Hills branch, located in a 
rented storefront on Blue Hills Ave- 
nue in the North End, was shuttered 
Wednesday evening. It was followed 
Thursday by the Goodwin and Mark 
Twain branches, the latter of which 


us to be there, even with the financial 
challenges the city is facing,” Bridget 
Quinn-Carey, the chief executive offi- 
cer of Hartford Public Library, said 
Thursday. “I think, at its heart, we’re 
still the same: We're still a great library 
system and really, we’re here to be 
here and serve the community.” 
These final days were the culmina- 
tion of a plan set in motion more than 


FORECAST, A4 Bedford, Mass., harbor Thursday. was located inside West Middle LIBRARY, A4 
Americans In Pain, Growing More Miserable $2.00 conyignt207 MENIU ML afin 
Americans “are in greater pain than citizens of other countries” and have been growing steadily more miserable The Hartford Courant Co. 6 04209 002003 


for decades, according to new research on happiness. Living, Page D1 


iPhone Battery Cheaper 
Apple apologizes for slow phones, 
then cuts replacement battery prices 
by $50. Business, Page A5 


A Very, Very Good Year 
The world’s wealthiest got $1 trillion 
wealthier in 2017. Business, Page A5 


Senators Call For 


Hurricane Hearings 

Sen. Chris Murphy and his colleagues 
in Congress are pushing for more 
information about recovery efforts in 
Puerto Rico and the American Virgin 
Islands since Hurricane Maria. 
Connecticut, Page B3 


41 Dead In ISIS Attack 


A suicide bomber struck a Shiite 
cultural center Thursday, killing at 
least 41. World & Nation, Page A3 


UConn’s Gilbert Out 


Surgery benches Alterique Gilbert for 
the season. Sports, Page Cl 
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WheelsForWishes.org 


* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation. 


Wheels For 
Wishes srn 


Make-A-Wish® 
Connecticut 


e Fret, Vehicle Pickup AMY WHERE 
"We Accept All Yehiclas Running or Mot 


: We Also Accept Beats, Motorcycles & RVs 


Fully Ta Tox Deductible 


* call: (860) 249-8957 


